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U.S. hams report the news to Russia

" By Edvins Beitiks
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An amateur radio operator in

. Brooklyn who has contacted radio
'slations in the Soviet Union says

Soviel ham operators are geherally
unaware of the extent of damage at
Kiev.

The Zxyear-0ld Russian emigre,

-who asked not to be identified, said
he made contact with ham radio

operators in Kiev and elsewhere in
the Soviet Union this morning.
“This is in Kiev, smack there, not

-on the outskirls,” said the emigre,
who has been in this country for six

years. While listening 1o signals on
the 20-meter band, one of the ama-
teur radio frequencies, he made
contact with a ham radio operator
inside the city.

“He was literally besieged by am-
aleurs calling him from Europe. He
didn't respond to it, because it was
in English, but when I broke in

zpeaking Russian he came back to
M.

“l came on and sald, “You've got
a dizaster right next (o you. It's the

top subject for United States mass

smedia...

How iz it in Kiev?' And he
said, 'Everything is normal. We
know nothing about this" "

= Soon alter speaking with the Ki-
ev station, said the emigre, he made

contact with two other operators in

 the Soviet Union — one from Mos-

cow anmd the other from Kuibyshey,
west of the capital city.

One of the operators argued
with the emigre’s use of the word
“calastrophe” to describe the nucle-
ar accident at Kiev.

“This guy asked me what exactly
was happening and I painted the
picture and he said, ‘It's exaggerat-
ed = the expression is utka,” mean-

ing “duck’ — something grossly ex-
aggerated ... a product of the capi-
talistic press.”

The emigre explained that “you
better believe it because you're go-
ing to hear a lot about this" when
another operator came on the air-
waves 1o question where the nucle-
ar accident had taken place,

*“Is this happening in our coun-
try?" he says. Can you imagine?”

The Brooklyn operator, who rou-
tinely contacts ham operators in
the Soviet Union between T and 8
a.um., eastern time — the best hours
of receplion — said, "I have a few
friends who are ham operators liv-
ing in Kiev. The people must be
irinking this same water, breath-
ing this =ame air, and nobody
knows anything.

“I honestly believe (the govern-
ment) is nol doing anything, 50 not
to start a panke.”
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Although he spoke only with
three Soviet operators, the emigre
explained, “I'm sure a lot of peaple
were listening. I can say things, but
they can't respond. They risk their
operators’ license if they start
talking."

David Sumner of the American
Radio Relay League in Connecticut
said he alsd made a number of con-
tacls in the Soviet Union last night.

“It was business as usual, as far
as they were concerned,” Sumner
said. “1 heard one station raise the
subject with a ham operator in Asi-
atic Bussia and the fellow came
back and just said, "Sorry, no Cher-
nobyl""

Sumner said in a phone inter-
view that Soviet radio operators

don’t seem o be deliberately cover-
ing up the incident.

“They weren't being evasive ..
‘]‘J:':a} were simply in the dark about
it," he said.

The best time for reaching Sovi-
et stations on short wave radios,
Sumner said, is early to mid-morn-
ing, eastern time. Members of the
140.000-s5trong American Radio Re-
lay League will keep trying to make
contact, he explained, but it doesn't
look good for a communications
breakthrough.

“Based on what we've heard to
this peint, it's doubtful we're going
to get very much,” Sumner said.
"Apparently TASS and Radio Mos-
cow told the West just as much as
they've told their own people.”
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